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History, Mission, and Strategies

of Native Seeds/SEARCH

and a custom platform for sourcing and sharing

crop-specific information for climate change adaptation

Chris Schmidt

Director of Conservation

cschmidt@nativeseeds.org

www.nativeseeds.org
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✤ NGO founded in 1983 in Tucson, USA

✤ Conserves, documents and promotes 

local crop varieties and wild relatives 

in the Greater Southwest region

✤ In situ, ex situ, and cultural

conservation programs

✤ Works toward regional food security, 

sovereignty and resiliency

✤ High rates of food insecurity

✤ High rates of farmland degradation

✤ Pending critical water shortages

✤ Rapidly growing populations

✤ Reliant on fragile supply lines

✤ At the frontlines of climate change

accessibility and   adaptation
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Ex situ conservation program: Seed Bank (left), Conservation Farm (right).

In situ and cultural conservation programs: Sierra Madre project; Wild Chile Botanical 

Reserve; Southwest Regis-Tree; Desert Foods for Diabetes; TNAFA; etc.
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Distribution and education programs: Catalog, seed packets and Seed Watch (top left); 

Retail Store (bottom left); Seed School (top right); Salons (bottom right).
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✤ 1,900 accessions, 100 species

✤ Agricultural and ethnobotanical legacies of 

over 50 indigenous peoples

✤ Over past decade have distributed ~25,000 

seed packets/year (now ~70,000/year)

✤ 25% returned to indigenous farmers

✤ Consists largely of landrace/local varieties

✤ Increasing global importance due to 

climate change

✤ Expanding scope to include material from 

outside region

✤ Actively working on IPR/benefits sharing

NS/S Seed Bank 

Collection
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Restoration of Heritage Grains

in the Borderlands

✤ A two-year grant-funded project involving 

nearly 20 non-profits and businesses in 

southern Arizona

✤ Aimed at market recovery of two of the 

oldest grains grown in Arizona: White 

Sonora soft bread wheat and Chapalote 

flint corn

✤ Includes production, research, milling, 

distribution, marketing, and education
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Passport Data

Inventory/Availability
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Traits

Photographs
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Discussion Forum
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Crowd-Sourced Data

Crowd-Sourced Data (cont’d)
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Any questions?


