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The current state of
agricultural biodiversity

Monopoly in the food processing and distribution chain:

Intended cultural and food habits standardization.

Global Food Retailers: Top 10 Account for 40% of Groceries Sold by Top 100

Wal-Mart 10%

Carrefour 6%

Tesco @%b

Schwarz Group 3%
Aldi 3%

Remainimg 90 Retailers
G050

Kroger 3%

Almold 3%
Rewa Group 3%
Metro 3%
Edeka 2%
Who Owns Nature? Corporate Power and the Final Frontier in the
Commodification of Life. ETC Group, November 2008
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In Spain 81% of the
population buy fa®d In
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Supermercados, np gracias
Ester Vivas and Xavier
Montagut, 2007
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The current state of
agricultural biodiversity

Use of the Intellectual Property Rights as a powerful tool to
strengthen the monopoly of the corporations and consolidate
their power in the market.

The 3 main companies
ey (Monsanto, DuPont, Synge

Seed Market

18% have passed from 22% oRfi\
world market of the patemn

seeds in 1996 to 53,4% In

Gene Giants Seek “Philanthrod
ETC Group, Marc

Global Commercial Seed Market

2013

Global Proprietary
Sead Market
B2%%

Who Owns Nature? Corporate Power and the Final Frontier in the
Commodification of Life. ETC Group, November 2008
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The current state of
angCUIturaI bIOdIVerS”:y Catalonia, Andalucia

PGRFA
Conservation
Programs

Regional Plans:

GMO Crops and PATENTS

Rural
development

Regional laws:
the Italian case

Local, traditional

Resources and farmers varietie

rganic production of seed

Regulation 834/2007

INTERNATIONAL TREATY
ON PLANT GENETIC RESOURCES

CONVENTION ON FOR FOOD AND AGRICULTURE

BIQLOGICAL DIVERS|TY

SPANISH SEED LAW

CONSERVATION
VARIETIES DIRECTIYE
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The current state of
agricultural biodiversity

WE ARE VERY OPTIMISTIC
AND HAPPY:

« Agricultural biodiversity in
Spain is still very big.

N

 The number of farmers and
collectives working in the
dynamic conservation and

use of farmers’ varieties is

Increasing.
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What is the Spanish Seed Network?

 Decentralized
organization of a
technical, social and
political nature that has
been active for the last 14
years.

 Federation that brings
together more than 26
local seed networks.
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What is the Spanish Seed Network?
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What is the Spanish Seed Network?

Members:

*Farmers and farmer organisations
*Technicians and agricultural experts
*Supporters of responsible consumption
Local action groups

*University staff and students

*Ecologist movements

Researchers

*All kinds of different collectives
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What is the Spanish Seed Network?

Main objectives

*Reintroduction of local,
traditional and farmers’ varieties
in the agri-food system, in the
framework of the agroecology,
food autonomy and family
farming system.

*Helping to coordinate activities
amongst the different members
and promoting their participation
In thle national and international
level.
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Our specific objectives

*To face the loss of agricultural biodiversity and traditional knowledge.

*To promote a family farming system and organic agriculture.

*To support and facilitate conservation and use activities carried out by
farmers.
*To facilitate and support the access, production and exchange offSeeds
among farmers.
*To raise public awareness about the importance of agricultural bIOd
the agri-food system.

*To promote local and traditional varieties among consumers. |
*To create employment in rural areas through seed production and tra@ling on
a local level.
*To reclaim the development of public policies intended to facilitate the
farmers” rights to conserve, use, exchange and sell their own seeds.
*To ban the GMO crops from the Spanish agri-food system.
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Local Seed Networks: working from a
local level

WORK WITH FARMERS

WORK WITH THE VARIETIES WORK WITH CONSUMERS

DESCRIPTION

o

USE OF EVALUATION :>

INTERVIEWS/
TASTING
ACTIVITIES

PERSONAL
INTERVIEWS AND
FARMERS

4

TRADITIONAL
VARIETIES NEW KNOWLEDGE
ABOUT LOCAL
VARIETIE
@ BREEDING
CONSERVATION

¢IN SITU : LOCAL FARMERS % —

eEX SITU : CONSERVATION
BANKS | :>
PRODUCTION

TRADING

~
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Research: Participative work in local
varieties description, testing and
evaluation




Research: Participative work in local
varletles descrlptlon testing and\
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Seed Exchange Networks
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Consumption




Publications

Fichas de saber campesino




de Castilla
-La Mancha




@ LIEEREMOS LA DIVERSIDAD!

\Qg The International Treaty




Internal Workshops for Reflection

’,,\f{r’

W



Campaign: "Cultivate diversity. Sow
your rights”

« To demand a legal framework that allows
farmers to produce and sell their own

seeds (Farmers’ Right to save, use, o
exchange and sell farm-saved y
seed/propagating material) W
A Cultivate —‘® A\
« To demand a strong support of public .
administrations to the task of the recovery [ | diversi i,'\/ [

of our cultivated heritage. 3
|. f__—_ 'l Y ,"‘ IW
T,
« To visualize the importance of small \ /

. _ _ A \
farming and organic production systems, N % '| /
the use of local varieties, the recovery of e [ |
traditional knowledge and the gastronomic T {\ L

local culture.

« To fight against an agriculture of patents
and GMO.
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